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on this floor since my public career began".219
As a result of "Weaver's effort the Oklahoma
Bill was taken up on January 30th, debated on
that and the following day, and passed by the
House on February 1st by a vote of one hundred
forty-seven to one hundred and two, seventy-
two not voting. The bill then went to the Senate
where it failed to receive attention because of
the lateness of its passage in the House, and
because of the congestion of business incident
to the close of the session. A bill for the organ-
ization of the Territory of Oklahoma was
finally passed in 1890.220

Although the organization of a Territorial
government was delayed until the following
year, the opening of Oklahoma for settlement
was provided for at this session of Congress.
On January 19, 1889, delegates of the Creeks
agreed to cede to the United States the western
half of their domain in consideration of
$2,280,857.10, the agreement being ratified by
the Creek Council on January 31st and by Con-
gress on March 1, 1889. A provision was in-
serted in the Indian Appropriation Bill for the
appointment of three commissioners by the
President to arrange with the Cherokee and
other Indians owning or claiming lands west of
the ninety-sixth degree of longitude to cede
their lands upon the same conditions as those
made with the Creeks. If these terms were